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First Preliminary Amendment 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A process for isomerizing p e nt e n e nitril e in a r e actant str e am, 
wh e r e in th e isom e rization of cis-2-pentenenitrile to trans-3 -pentenenitrile comprising contacting 
a reactant stream comprising the cis-2-pentenenitrile with talc e s plac e ov e r at least one 
homogeneous catalyst which is dissolv e d homog e n e ously in th e r e actant str e am an d , wherein the 
catalyst is a C|-to C20 mono or diamin e s monoamine or a Cj^-to CTn-diamine, or an ionic liquid, 
the ionic liquid being selected from the group consisting of Brensted acid adducts of organic 
nitrogen-containing substances. 

2. (Currently amended) The process according to claim 1, which is carri e d out in an 
apparatus conn e ction comprising wherein the isomerization is conducted in at least one reactor 
and includes at least one distillation apparatus, the reactors, if more than one reactor is used, 
being connected directly in series, and the distillation apparatuses, if more than one distillation 
apparatus is used, being coimected directly in series, and the at least one distillation apparatus 
being connected downstream of the at least one reactor. 

3. (Original) The process according to claim 1, which is carried out in more than one 
apparatus coimection, the individual apparatus cormections being cormected in series and the 
individual apparatus cormections comprising at least one reactor and at least one distillation 
apparatus, the reactors of the individual apparatus cormections, if more than one reactor is used 
in the apparatus connection, being cormected directly in series, and the distillation apparatuses of 
the individual apparatus cormections, if more than one distillation apparatus is used in the 
particular apparatus connection, being connected directly in series, and the at least one 
distillation apparatus being cormected downstream of the at least one reactor in the particular 
apparatus cormection. 

4. (Original) The process according to claim 1, wherein the isomerization is carried out 
in a distillation column. 

5. (Currently amended) The process according to any of claims 1 to ^ claim 1 , wherein 
the reactant stream further comprises furth e r components selected from a group consisting of C5- 
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mononitriles, C6-dinitriles, aliphatic CI- to C16-aikanes, cyclic CI- to C16-alkanes, aliphatic 
CI - to C16-alk:enes, mid cyclic CI- to C16-alkenes. 

6. (Currently amended) The process according to any of claims 1 to 5 claim L wherein 
the reactant stream st e ms of a proc e ss for hydrocyanating is generated by the hvdrocvanation of 
3-pentenenitrile. 

7. (New) The process according to claim 1, wherein at least one catalyst is a C4-C9 
diamine, or hexylamine. 

8. (New) The process according to claim 6, wherein at least one catalyst is a C4-C9 
diamine, or hexylamine. 
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